
 

 

Out of the Ordinary 

Quirky and unusual events around England 

24 Feb: Olney Pancake Race, Olney, Buckinghamshire; 9 Feb: Hurling the silver 

ball in St Ives, Cornwall; 9-16 Feb: Slaithwaite Moonraking Festival of Lanterns 

and Legends, West Yorks; Apr (various dates): British & World Marbles 

Championships, Tinsley Green, West Sussex; 29 Mar: World Pooh Sticks 

Championships, Days Lock Island, River Thames, Oxon; Purple sausages and 

ground up mummies at Eye for Colour, Bristol; 8 May: “Dancing here, prancing 

there, jigging, jogging everywhere” Helston Flora Day 2009  

 

 
 

• Ernest Gimson and the Arts & Crafts Movement in Leicester  

• Chinese New Year: London celebrates The Year of the Ox   

• Snow tubing: cheap Winter thrills in Norwich    

• Room with a view: Taunton’s Five-Star Treehouse 

• Snowdrop Weekends at Waterperry Gardens, Oxon 

• English Lakes Hotels £10 a night hotel giveaway 

 

 

 

• Yorkshire National Railway Museum goes Mad about Mumbai 

• Just how big is space? Powers of Ten – Size of the Universe at  

  Wynyard Planetarium & Observatory Stockton-on-Tees  

• Evolution, revolution and more at The Heart of England’s celebration of imagination 

http://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council--services/lc/leicester-city-museums/exhibitions/temporary-exhibitions/g
http://www.visitlondon.com/events/detail/1875235
http://www.bbc.co.uk/norfolk/content/articles/2008/02/02/snow_tubing_20080202_feature.shtml
http://www.treehouseholidays.com/
http://www.culture-england.com/event/256
http://www.elh.co.uk/10/
http://www.nrm.org.uk/pressoffice/pressreleases/2009/madaboutmumbai.asp
http://www.culture-england.com/event/5203
http://www.acelebrationofimagination.com/home/
http://www.olneytowncouncil.co.uk/pancake.php
http://www.visitcornwall.com/site/whats-on/st-ives-feast-hurling-the-silver-ball-p505483
http://www.slaithwaitemoonraking.org/2009/moon.pdf
http://www.culture-england.com/event/1097
http://www.pooh-sticks.com
http://www.at-bristol.org.uk/explore/Eyeforcolour.htm
http://www.visitbritain.co.uk/Events/Helston/Festival/150811/Helston-Flora-Day.htm


2009 anniversaries
Darwin200: A nationwide programme of events is planned for 2009 to celebrate the 

bicentenary of the birth of Charles Darwin and the 150th anniversary of the publication 

of his On The Origin of Species.

Darwin’s birthplace Shrewsbury is hosting a Darwin festival, with a wide programme 

already under way including Exploring Our Green Planet; Darwin & the Darwinian 

Controversy; Charles Darwin and Adam Smith and more; until 19 April, the 

Natural History Museum in London is showing rare specimens, personal objects and 

live animals in the biggest ever exhibition about Darwin, Darwin: Big Idea; Big 

Exhibition; Bath Royal Literary and Scientific Institution has launched a programme 

of more than 50 events throughout the year in Darwin and Beyond; and bookings 

are now being taken for the Darwin 2009 Festival in Cambridge from 5-10 July; 

from 13 Feb: Darwin’s home Down House in Kent, reopens after a major new 

investment programme

8-18 Apr: Henry VIII: A 500th Anniversary Exhibition, The Drawings Gallery, 

Windsor Castle; 8 Apr-25 Oct: Handel Reveal’d an exhibition marking the 250th 

anniversary of the composer’s birth, Handel House Museum in London’s Mayfair; 15 

Sept-18 Oct: Sir Peter Scott Anniversary Exhibition, Nature in Art, Tewkesbury; 

BBC celebrates Purcell’s 350th anniversary; concerts around the UK celebrate 200th 

anniversary of Mendelssohn’s birth and Haydn’s death; daily walking tours 

celebrate Kew’s 250th anniversary; the Coalbrookdale 300 exhibition opening 

Easter 2009 at the Coalbrookdale Gallery, near Ironbridge, Shropshire, celebrates 

the 300th anniversary of the Industrial Revolution

Free and Easy 

A round-up of attractions that are free to enter or take part in

London – The British Museum in Bloomsbury; the Science Museum, the Natural 

History Museum and the V&A in South Kensington; Tate Britain and Tate Modern; 

Sir John Soane’s Museum, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, The Museum of London in the 

City; the Horniman Museum in Forest Hill; Imperial War Museum, Lambeth; the 

Geffrye Museum of domestic interiors – all these offer free admission to permanent 

collections*; Trinity College of Music, Greenwich, presents at least three free 

musical performances every week during term time; celebrating its 250th 

anniversary this year, the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, is offering free tours on 

selected dates.

Regional free attractions include:

http://www.kew.org/education/toursfestival.html
http://www.tcm.ac.uk/RVE26dae6fc87f24277a0e4c150e6708b3c,,.aspx
http://www.geffrye-museum.org.uk/
http://london.iwm.org.uk/server/show/nav.182
http://www.horniman.ac.uk/
http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/English
http://www.soane.org/
http://www.tate.org.uk/modern
http://www.tate.org.uk/britain
http://www.vam.ac.uk/
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/
http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/
http://www.britishmuseum.org/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/about_us/news_releases/article.asp?id=231
http://www.kew.org/education/toursfestival.html
http://www.bachtrack.com/composer-anniversaries-2009
http://www.bbc.co.uk/composers/purcell/
http://www.cotswolds.com/site/whats-on/sir-peter-scott-anniversary-exhibition-p763143
http://www.handelhouse.org/handel2009
http://www.royalcollection.org.uk/default.asp?action=article&ID=676
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server.php?show=nav.14922
http://www.darwin2009.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.brlsi.org/darwin2009
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit-us/whats-on/darwin/index.html
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit-us/whats-on/darwin/index.html
http://www.discoverdarwin.co.uk/festival-events/?e_=6188
http://www.discoverdarwin.co.uk/festival-events/?e_=6302
http://www.discoverdarwin.co.uk/festival-events/?e_=6302
http://www.discoverdarwin.co.uk/festival-events/?e_=6260
http://www.darwin200.org/


Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery, Lickey Hills Country Park and Soho House, 

Birmingham; National Media Museum, Bradford; Buckfast Abbey, Buckfastleigh, 

Devon; Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge; Royal Armouries Museum, Leeds; 

Doncaster Museum & Art Gallery; Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Exeter; Tate 

Liverpool; Museums Quarter, Hull; The Lowry, Imperial War Museum North, 

Central Art Gallery, Museum of Science & Industry and Whitworth Art Gallery, 

Manchester; The Ashmolean Museum of Art and Archaeology, Oxford; Plymouth 

City Museum & Art Gallery; Tate St Ives; Saltash Heritage, Cornwall; 

Southampton City Art Gallery; National Coal Mining Museum, Wakefield; 

National Railway Museum, York

 

*There may be a charge for special exhibitions

Exhibitions & Events 
What’s on around the country 

Marking the 50th anniversary of Alec Issigonis’ revolutionary design, 2009 will be the 

Year of the Mini at the Heritage Motor Centre in Gaydon, Warwickshire; 13-21 Feb: 

animated Exeter celebrates its tenth anniversary; until 15 Feb: see fox-furred 

Grandma and all the Giles characters in Giles: One of the Family, the Cartoon 

Museum, London; 18-22 Feb: the Vikings return to York for the JORVIK Viking 

Festival 2009; 14 Jan-14 Mar: Ananta, a futuristic vision of the Hindu religion and 

spirituality through digital animations and robot-like sculptures; Until 17 May: 

London’s Design Museum is currently showcasing the work of Hussein Chalayan, 

twice named British Designer of the Year; Until 14 Feb: Cat and Mouse, a new play 

at the B2 Space Belgrade Theatre Coventry, forming part of the city’s Holocaust 

Memorial Day; 30 Jan-27 Mar: Treasures from Shanghai: ancient Chinese 

bronzes and jades, British Museum, free entry; 31 Jan-13 Apr: Andrea Palladio: 

His Life and Legacy at the Royal Academy in Piccadilly celebrates the 

quincentenary of the birth of the great Italian architect; 3 Feb-26 Apr: Altermodern, 

the fourth Tate Triennial, Tate Britain; 6 Feb-19 Apr: On the Surface: 

Contemporary Ceramics will feature the work of six artists at Blackwell Arts & 

Crafts House in Cumbria; 19 Feb-24 May: Le Corbusier – The Art of Architecture, 

Barbican, London; 19 Feb-14 June: Shah ‘Abbas: The Remaking of Iran – 17th 

century Iran through the reign and legacy of one of its most influential rulers – British 

Museum; 20-25 Feb: London Fashion Week; 28 Feb-8 Mar: Bath Literature 

Festival; 4 Mar-31 May: Paintings of Venice by Walter Sickert, the Dulwich 

http://www.dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk/exhibitions/coming_soon/sickert_in_venice.aspx
http://www.bathlitfest.org.uk/index.php?id=49
http://www.bathlitfest.org.uk/index.php?id=49
http://www.greatrail.com/holiday.asp?holiday=642
http://www.britishmuseum.org/whats_on/future_exhibitions/shah_abbas.aspx
http://www.barbican.org.uk/artgallery/event-detail.asp?ID=8114
http://www.blackwell.org.uk/exhibitions/2009_on_the_surface.shtml
http://www.blackwell.org.uk/exhibitions/2009_on_the_surface.shtml
http://www.tate.org.uk/britain/exhibitions/tatetriennial/default.shtm
http://www.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibitions/andrea-palladio-his-life-and-legacy
http://www.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibitions/andrea-palladio-his-life-and-legacy
http://www.britishmuseum.org/whats_on/future_exhibitions/treasures_from_shanghai.aspx
http://www.britishmuseum.org/whats_on/future_exhibitions/treasures_from_shanghai.aspx
http://www.whatsonstage.com/index.php?pg=206&action=details&show=L0976337774&title=Cat+and+Mouse
http://www.designmuseum.org/exhibitions/2009/hussein-chalayan
http://www.ananta8.com/
http://www.jorvik-viking-centre.co.uk/events3
http://www.jorvik-viking-centre.co.uk/events3
http://www.cartoonmuseum.org/
http://www.exeter.gov.uk/animatedexeter/
http://www.minifestival.co.uk/index2.html
http://www.nrm.org.uk/home/home.asp
http://www.ncm.org.uk/
http://www.southampton.gov.uk/leisure/arts/sotonartgallery/default.asp
http://www.saltash-heritage.org.uk/
http://www.tate.org.uk/stives
http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/museumpcmag.htm
http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/museumpcmag.htm
http://www.ashmolean.org/
http://www.whitworth.manchester.ac.uk/
http://www.msim.org.uk/
http://www.tameside.gov.uk/museumsandgalleries/centrallibrary.html
http://north.iwm.org.uk/server/show/nav.180
http://www.thelowry.com/
http://www.hullcc.gov.uk/museums
http://www.tate.org.uk/liverpool
http://www.tate.org.uk/liverpool
http://www.exeter.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=2650
http://www.doncaster.gov.uk/Leisure_in_Doncaster/Museums_and_history/Museums/Doncaster_Museum_and_Art_Gallery.asp
http://www.royalarmouries.org/home
http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/index.html
http://www.buckfast.org.uk/page-home.html
http://www.nationalmediamuseum.org.uk/
http://www.bmag.org.uk/index.php?type=element&maincat=1&subcat=2&subelement=5
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/lickeyhills.bcc
http://www.bmag.org.uk/index.php?type=expand&maincat=1&subcat=1


Picture Gallery in south-east London; 12-15 Mar: Windsor Festival Spring 

Weekend

Attractions
New Theatre and Performance galleries dedicated to the performing arts will open 

at the V&A in March to display works fromthe V&A’s large and diverse theatre 

collections;.a re-created Elizabethan garden will open this spring at Kenilworth 

Castle, near Coventry; the Whitechapel Gallery in London’s East End will reopen in 

April and will be almost doubled in size; Life, Love & Legacy: A New Introduction 

to William Shakespeare is the centerpiece of a new exhibition and visitor centre 

opening in April at the Bard’s birthplace in Stratford-upon-Avon; Greenway, the 

country home of author Agatha Christie on the banks of the Dart in Devon, is opening 

to the public early in 2009; to be run by Opera North, the Howard Assembly Room 

in Leeds is opening to the public for the first time in over 30 years; the London home 

of Kenyan born poet Khadambi Asalache, a writer and artist, has been left to the 

National Trust; until 25 March: experience the Tower of London after visitors leave 

by taking a twilight tour on Wednesdays; 28 Mar: War Horse, the award-winning 

production based on Michael Morpurgo’s novel, opens at the New London Theatre; 4 

April-19 July: Baroque 1620-1800: Style in the Age of Magnificence opens at 

London’s V&A on 4 April; Lindow Man: A Bog Body Mystery at the University of 

Manchester

Food & Drink
29-31 Jan: Bent & Bongs Beer Bash (Atherton Beer & Winter Ales Festival), 

Manchester; 11-13 Feb: 19th Battersea Beer Festival; 20-28 Feb: Rye Bay 

Scallop Festival; Oz Clarke and James May discover the amazing array of drinks on 

offer as they travel through Britain in new BBC2 series Oz and James Drink to 

Britain; all about brewery tours from enjoyEngland; prepare for Valentine’s Day at 

London’s most romantic restaurants from squaremeal.co.uk

Short Breaks, Activities & Destinations

Camping and Caravanning Club sites scoop top accolades;  The National Trust 

has appointed walking and activity holiday specialist HF Holidays to offer holidays to 

its 3.5 million members via the HF’s Holiday Collection; the new Great Rail Journeys 

http://www.hfholidays.co.uk/brochures/nt.asp
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-vh/w-holidays/w-activeholidays-2009.htm
http://www.campingandcaravanningclub.co.uk/NewsR.asp?id=SXDBE9-A77FB153
http://www.squaremeal.co.uk/restaurants/london/selection/110/Best_For_Romance
http://www.enjoyengland.com/ideas/food-and-drink/drink/brewery-tours/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00gn2zw
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00gn2zw
http://www.ryebayscallops.co.uk/
http://www.ryebayscallops.co.uk/
http://www.camra.org.uk/page.aspx?o=263209
http://www.camra.org.uk/page.aspx?o=263200
http://www.culture-england.com/event/980
http://www.culture-england.com/event/980
http://www.vam.ac.uk/exhibitions/future_exhibs/International_Baroque/index.html
http://www.thestage.co.uk/news/newsstory.php/22884/war-horse-to-transfer-to-new-london-theatre
http://www.hrp.org.uk/TowerOfLondon/WhatsOn/TowerOfLondonWhatsOnTwilighttoursevent.aspx?EventDate=07/01/2009&Step=View
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-global/w-news/w-latest_news/w-khamdambi_alalache.htm
http://www.leedsgrandtheatre.com/howard_assembly_room_unid9a17_page.aspx
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-greenway
http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/content/view/894/426/
http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/content/view/894/426/
http://www.whitechapel.org/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.18468
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.18468
http://www.vam.ac.uk/tco/about_us/news/index.html
http://www.windsor.gov.uk/site/whats-on/windsor-festival-spring-weekend-2009-p384971http://www.windsor.gov.uk/site/whats-on/windsor-festival-spring-weekend-2009-p384971
http://www.windsor.gov.uk/site/whats-on/windsor-festival-spring-weekend-2009-p384971http://www.windsor.gov.uk/site/whats-on/windsor-festival-spring-weekend-2009-p384971


seven-day Yorkshire Moors & the Lake District tour includes trips on the North 

Yorkshire Moors Railway, the Lakeside and Haverthwaite Railway, a Lake 

Windermere boat trip and trips on the Settle to Carlisle and Cumbrian Coast railways; 

Woolacombe Bay Holiday Parks in North Devon is offering savings of up to 30% on 

early season holidays and short breaks taken between 30 May and 24 July, if booked 

before 28 February; experience new Adventure Days in 2009 with family activity 

holiday specialist PGL; two night breaks with late checkout are now available from 

Helpful Holidays; stay three nights for the price of two at a wide range of hotels in 

the New Forest; Oxford’s North Wall Arts Centre has launched a new spring 

programme, featuring contemporary theatre, music and dance; Greenfield Forest in 

the Yorkshire Dales has been declared England’s newest red squirrel reserve; 

Bristol has been selected as one of the world’s Top 10 Cities for 2009 by guidebook 

publisher DK Eyewitness; Walk the Thames Path for charity in May

Destination of the month

Accommodation & New Openings
The WD Guesthouse, operated by fashion house Weardowney, offers boutique 

accommodation in friendly surroundings in London’s fashionable Marylebone; 

Travelodge is offering rooms at £19 per night during the summer months; special 

accommodation offers from Shepherd Neame; Premier Inn is to build a Floatel 

(floating budget hotel) in Hartlepool Marina during 2009; the Five-Star Egerton 

House Hotel in Knightsbridge is offering a package giving access to all major 

exhibitions at the V&A, including the current Magnificence of the Tsars; at Crowne 

Plaza hotels, guests now receive a phone call telling them it’s time to go to bed; 

Rockliffe Hall golf and luxury spa hotel opens in late 2009 at Hurworth Village, near 

Darlington; The luxury Four-Star Radisson Edwardian in Bloomsbury has 

undergone a £25m transformation and in January relaunches as the Radisson 

Edwardian Bloomsbury Street Hotel; The Sail Lofts is a new Five-Star self-catering 

development of 12 luxury apartments in St Ives, Cornwall; YHA to open new 

properties in Southease and Eastbourne, East Sussex and Berwick, 

Northumberland

Books & Websites
Museums and Galleries of London, Metro Publications, £8.99; The Rough Guide to 

Walks in London & South East England, by Helena Smith, £8.39; Vegetarian 

http://www.vegetarianvisitor.co.uk/
http://walklondonsoutheast.com/
http://www.metropublications.com/index/105576
http://www.yha.org.uk/about-yha/press-centre/press-releases/2009-press-releases/YHA_heads_north_for_new_venture.aspx
http://www.yha.org.uk/about-yha/press-centre/press-releases/2009-press-releases/Double_Sussex_success.aspx
http://www.thesaillofts.co.uk/
http://www.radissonedwardian.com/londonuk_marlborough
http://www.rockliffehall.com/
http://www.ihgplc.com/index.asp?PageID=116&NewsID=2186
http://www.ihgplc.com/index.asp?PageID=116&NewsID=2186
http://www.vam.ac.uk/exhibitions/future_exhibs/tsars/index.html
http://www.egertonhousehotel.com/offers-and-gifts/details/victoria-and-albert-
http://www.egertonhousehotel.com/offers-and-gifts/details/victoria-and-albert-
http://www.premierinn.com/pti/newsArticle.do?newsId=28811
http://www.shepherdneame.co.uk/special/index.php
http://www.travelodge.co.uk/saver_rooms/
http://www.weardowney.com/
http://www.enjoyengland.com/destinations/destination-of-the-month
http://www.walklondon.org.uk/latest_news_detail.asp?News=84
http://visitbristol.co.uk/site/visitor-information/news/2008/12/23/bristol-named-one-of-the-worlds-top-10-cities-to-visit-a32
http://www.daelnet.co.uk/countrynews/country_news_29122008_2.cfm
http://www.thenorthwall.com/
http://www.thenorthwall.com/
http://www.visitsoutheastengland.com/site/special-offers/special-offers-on-places-to-stay-o8331
http://www.helpfulholidays.com/media/JanuaryNewsletter09/NewsletterJan.html
http://www.pgl.co.uk/PglWeb/individuals/holidaylist
http://www.woolacombe.co.uk/index.php?adcode=bp
http://www.greatrail.com/holiday.asp?holiday=642


Visitor – where to stay and eat vegetarian in Britain, Annemarie Weitzel, £2.50; 

IMAX has launched a website for its newest underwater production, Under The Sea 

3D, which opens in the UK on 13 Feb; eleven regional food trails from Farmhouse 

Breakfast; download a list of major events in 2009 in the East of England; Oz and 

James Drink to Britain, the DVD, is released on 2 March, BBC Books, £16.55; a 

new website offers low-price excess insurance for car hire

Diary Dates
26-29 Mar 2009: Best of Britain & Ireland (formerly BTTF), ExCel, London

News from enjoyEngland
Ten money saving ideas from enjoyEngland

Half term ideas from from enjoyEngland

Alternative Valentine's Day ideas from enjoyEngland

From the best B&B breakfast to the funniest place in England: share your ideas 

about England’s hidden gems, vote for the perfect English holiday 

Take part in the enjoyEngland occupancy survey before 28 February and win a 

weekend break for two

Download vouchers for enjoyEngland’s winter attraction sale

Tickets, trips and special offers from EnjoyEngland Direct

http://www.enjoyengland.com/redirect/bounce.aspx?cid=49&url=http://www.enjoyenglanddirect.com/
http://www.enjoyenglanddirect.com/SearchResult.aspx?CategoryID=414
http://www.enjoyengland.com/offers/competitions/occupancy-survey/index.aspx
http://www.enjoyengland.com/your-england/polls/
http://www.enjoyengland.com/your-england/surveys/
http://www.enjoyengland.com/attractions/events/calendar/february/valentines-day.aspx
http://www.enjoyenglanddirect.com/SearchResult.aspx?CategoryID=386
http://www.enjoyengland.com/ideas/family-fun/great-days-out/good-value.aspx
http://www.tourismtrade.org.uk/bestofbritainandireland/default.asp
http://www.carhireinsure.com/
http://www.bbcshop.com/Travel/Oz-and-Jamess-Big-British-Adventure-Series-Three/invt/av9665&bklist=
http://www.bbcshop.com/Travel/Oz-and-Jamess-Big-British-Adventure-Series-Three/invt/av9665&bklist=
http://www.eet.org.uk/TemplateView.aspx?art_id=5622&sec_id=2865
http://www.farmhousebreakfast.com/
http://www.imax.com/underthesea
http://www.imax.com/underthesea
http://www.vegetarianvisitor.co.uk/



